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Fellow Lions, 

 

It has been a wonderful year seeing our district, clubs, 

and membership in action.  I am always amazed at 

what you are able to accomplish, even when the 

economy is down.  You just don't quit!  I just looked at 

our stats and we are plus 26 members for the year, as of 

the end of April.  That is truly amazing, as many 

districts in the rest of the continental United States 

show little gain if any and in many cases, losses.  I am 

very proud of what you have accomplished this year 

and can't wait to continue to support your efforts, as 

Immediate Past District Governor.  I will be there to 

help the new cabinet and your incoming Governor, 

Lion Ed Casey.  I will be in Sydney to pull his District 

Governor Elect ribbon, which will officially start his 

year.  We have many good times ahead, as we strive to 

make that big difference in helping others in our 

communities, that so desperately need us.  Our sight 

programs are the envy of many districts, as the work 

that is now in our past has thrust us into the minority, 

of districts with eye glass recycle & vision centers.  We 

should be very proud of our North Pole Lions and all 

our members who supported that project over the many 

years.  We will continue to be the "Knights of the 

North" in our challenge from Helen Keller so many 

years ago, as "Knights of the Blind"!  I really want to 

thank all of you who took the time to say thanks at our 

Sub District Banquet.  Your gifts were very generous 

and very welcomed.  I was overwhelmed by your 

generosity & thoughtfulness. 

 

 

I just received an award for our Youth 

Exchange Chair, Lion Janice Roderigues, who received 

a Top 10 Award of all the Youth 

Exchange Chairpersons in the United States.  She has 

worked so hard to place our Youth Exchange, young 

adults for many years now.  We are so proud of her. 

She's amazing! 

So thanks for giving me one of the best years in my 

life.  You have been my family for many years now 

and it is good to be able to give back, something to 

you.  I have many fond memories of your smiling 

faces, laughter, and camaraderie, and seeing all the 

love that you have given to others.  Remember those 

times, as I will and there will never be a day without 

sunshine, every cloud will have a silver lining.  The 

Lions of this district have been my rainbow, and the 

service we do, our pot of gold! 
 

Thanks, ever so much! 

Lion Bill  
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District 49B gets latest Plus Optic Screening Unit 

Great news!  We have upgraded our optical screening 

equipment.  We traded in the original Plus Optic unit 

and paid $3500 dollars to get the latest version.  The 

unit is the “gold standard” for non-doctors to screen 

children.  It will find as many as 7 possible problems 

in a child‟s eye. The great news is if we can find these 

problems early many of them can be cured before they 

are permanent.   

 

The new unit does not use the high speed USB (fire 

wire) cable.  This cable gave us some minor problems 

and caused us to reboot the computer many times 

during a screening session.  The new unit has a 

hardware computer that boots itself.  

 

The new system gives us a better printout of the 

screening session.  The printout lets the doctor see why 

the child was referred.  In the past we only got a 

printout “PASSED‟ or “REFFERED”. We also get a 

complete printout via a HP printer showing the screen 

that we see while we are in the screening mode.  This 

is given to the parents for their records.  

 

The new unit works much faster than the older unit, 

which will help when we have a youngster that is 

moving around a lot.   

 

For those of you that have never seen this wonderful 

unit in operation it is a marvelous thing to see.  The 

main unit looks like a radar gun. The operator points it 

at the child and the camera in the unit shows the 

child‟s head on the computer screen. We then press the 

trigger.  When the trigger is released a series of 

infrared beams are sent out. The computer analyzes the 

return energy (much like radar).  On the screen we see 

the computer form green squares around the image of 

the eyes. The unit will measure the curvature of the 

cornea, the focus to the retina, the viciousness‟ of the 

fluids in the eyeball and any particles or masses in the 

fluid.  It does all this in a few milliseconds. 

   

I have screened many children and almost every time 

that we find a problem, the parents will comment about 

troubles the child is having in school or while watching 

TV.  I would like to get with other Lions in the area 

and have many of you trained to use this wonderful 

tool.  It is so easy to use and can do so much!  I hope to 

hear from you so we can make this happen. 

  

Yours in Lionism  

Lion John (Benny) Benevento 

Email bennie@gci.net 

 
 
 

 
 
The awards given to these boys at the Snowmobile Fun 

Lions Banquet Saturday evening were a proud moment 

for them and their families.  I was so proud to be with 

this club that afternoon and see all the results for a low 

snow winter and them coming through to culminate 

this year‟s achievements.  We wonder sometimes what 

the results of what we do as Lions are!  Need I say 

more!  A proud governor indeed!  Thanks parents for 

all your hard work and efforts, you are our great 

"Knights of the North"! 

Lion Bill  
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Here you see four time winners in the Fox Chili Cook-

off competition held, now for the ninth year, in Fox.  

From left to right, Cora, Tieranny, Nouyak, Becky and 

Kyana, called the (Hot Chili Peppers).  They have 

taken first place 2004-05 & 2007-08.  Who wins this 

year is any-ones guess.  There were 14 entries and I 

enjoyed each and every tasting.  The judges will pick 

the ones that came in first second and third, we could 

only vote for the top one, so our job was not 

as difficult.  The Fox Lions have great re-poire with 

their community and really know how to take the 

chilly off the spring.  A great time was had by all.  The 

booths were all decked out in fiesta style, with first 

place booth decorations still to be 

determined.  Congratulations Fox Lions for 

another great event.  Be sure to put this event on your 

schedule of fun things to do next year, you'll have 

great times!  That's a Fox Lions Guarantee!  

 

 

 
 

 

Interior Baseball Lions-Secretary Address Update 

 

JoAnn Sweet, Secretary 

570 Kentshire Drive 

Fairbanks, Alaska  99709 

Phone: 907.456.8856 

Fax: 907.456.8857 

Email: sweet@gci.net 

 

 

 
 

In support of the Delta Junction "Relay for Life" event, 

Lion George, Dana, Dan and John get a hungry cancer 

fighting supporter, Silas Hill some needed breakfast.  

The Delta Lions do this every year and also have teams 

walking the entire 24 hours that this event is held.  It is 

amazing what this little community does in the event, 

usually 65,000 to 75,000 dollars is raised for cancer 

detection and eradication.  Delta Lions are proud to 

donate all proceeds from the breakfast. 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:sweet@gci.net


Newsletter  4 

 
 

This may be a great time of year to honor those Lions 

who have worked so hard for your club and 

community all this past year.  What about a Melvin 

Jones Fellow Award.  Here is the application.  Please 

think about this idea from your boards.  Recognition is 

very important! 

Governor Bill 
 

 

 
 

Here, Past Council Chair, Lion Howard Rixie Sr., 

receives a Helen Keller Award given to him by the 

Multiple District, from Past International Director 

Allen Brougton, with a $1000.00 (Going to the 

center) check for all his work with the Aurora Borealis 

Lions Eyeglass Recycle & Vision Center.  This award 

is something new, given to an outstanding Lion in the 

MD (can be selected every year from the Council of 

Governors, and presented at the MD Banquet) for their 

vision related support.  He was recommended by many 

Lions, as he lives Helen Keller's challenge to us, to be 

"Knights of the Blind". 

Lion Bill  

 
 

Thank You 
Bob and Howard, please send this out/and or put it in 

the next news letter. It is a thank you from PID Allen 

and Emily Broughton for having them at our MD 

Convention. 

 

We have heard back from them about the flooding and 

their son's home. 

The son lost most everything he and his wife owned as 

the flood water reached a 5 foot mark on the first floor 

of their brand new home. They moved into the home 

sometime in December, 2009. 

 

Thank you, 

Buster and Cheryl 

From: Broughton Emily 

<emilyfbroughton@yahoo.com> 

Date: May 5, 2010 7:02:39 AM AKDT 

To: busterandcheryl@aol.com 

Subject: thank you 

 

 

This is MD49 

 Allen and I would like to thank you for a wonderful, 

wonderful, wonderful weekend. We had so much fun. 

The gifts were thoughtful and we cherish them. 

 Our son and his wife were flooding out of there home. 

That is why it is taking so long to get this letter to you. 

 We will cherish the friends that we made over the 

weekend and we were happy to make new ones. 

 Thanks again to Buster and Cheryl for asking us, even 

though we way down on the list!!!!! 

 In Lionism 

 Allen and Emily 
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2009-10 Merit Award Winner Ha-Eun Gil (Republic of Korea) 

 

This is a heads up about the USA Canada Leadership 

Forum to be held in Anchorage, Alaska, September, 

2011.  All Lions that are to be volunteers need to be 

registered for this convention.  As we are not allowed 

to have more than 2700 registrants for this venue 

because of seating limitations, we need all volunteers 

for this forum registered early in Milwaukee this year, 

September 23-25.  We feel that this forum will be 

booked in Milwaukee because of the place, Alaska.  

Everyone wants to attend this forum.  Here is the 

dilemma.  We in 49B are known to procrastinate and 

we don't normally register for these things early.  The 

forum committee will not allow volunteers to help 

from 49B if we are not registered for the forum in 

2011, in Milwaukee or if that does not get filled up, 

shortly thereafter, we cannot help. Every volunteer 

needs to wear a registration badge to get in every event 

or they will not be allowed admittance.   49A cannot 

do this alone.  We need to assist them as we are 

responsible for this event, also.  We need your clubs to 

meet and get some of your clubs members signed up, 

which means checks and names to be given to MD 49 

representatives going to Milwaukee.  We are 

depending on your boards to do this so we can put on 

one of the best forums ever.  Please don't let us down 

on this one.  It will take planning, so let‟s get that 

planning started early.  Call your zone chair or 49B 

cabinet officer to get more information and directions. 

Lion Bill  907-978-0607 

 

UNAPPROVED MEETING MINUTES 

2010 Annual Convention 
Coastal International Inn 

Anchorage, Alaska 
Friday, April 23, 2010 

District Governor Bill Baker called the annual convention to 

order at 9:04 am. 

DG Bill welcomed everyone and gave his opening 

comments. Opening 

Ceremonies were conducted. 

DG Bill designated Scott Leppert as Sergeant of Arms. 

1VDG Ed Casey introduced the head table and asked for 

opening comments 

From PID Allen Broughton, PID Buster Hall and CC Finis 

Sheldon. 
The following clubs were absent: Noatak, Kotzebue, Bering 

Sea, Arctic, Racing, MX Racing, and Northern 

Football, Goldstream Valley, Nenana, Eielson Raven 

Football, Northern Lights Badger, Fbks Off Road 

Lions, Tok, Dease Lake, Inuvik, St Elias; all others were 

represented. Delegates include 6 PDGs & 32 

Club Delegates, for a total of 38. 

Administrative Reports: 

1. Agenda was amended/approved. Motioned by R 

Webb/2nd‟d by R Ski – Motion Passed 

2. Approve 3rd Cabinet Meeting Minutes: Motioned by H 

Hall/2nd‟d by A Brickner – Motion Passed 

3. Approve Financial Reports: Motioned by J Lucier/2nd‟d 

by J Webb – Motion Passed 

4. Motion to was made split tail twister fines between Youth 

Camp, Alaska Ctr for the Blind & Visually 

Impaired & Council Chair Elect W Watts; by D Rixie 

(North Pole Lions)/seconded by J Roderiques 

(Fbks Choice Lions). Motion passed 

Old Business: Gaming Permit Application J. Benevento 

reported the permit application has not been 

submitted as of yet. H. Rixie agreed to make it happen. 

(OPEN) 

New Business: New Audit Committee (Cheryl Markwood, 

Karen Enochs & J Boulette {Chair}) was appointed by 

1VDG Casey. (OPEN) 

Committee Reports: 

1. Zone & Club Reports: The following reports were made. 

Those with written reports are attached. 

Zone 1 by DG Bill, Barrow, 

Zone 2 by DG Bill, Snowmobile Fun, 

Zone 3 by ZC Ski, Interior Baseball, Curling, Choice 

Zone 4 by ZC Juanita, Fox, College, Cheechako, Host 

Zone 5 by ZC Scott, North Pole, Delta 

Zone 6 by ZC Jeri, Healy, Anderson 

Zone 7 by ZC Andy, Whitehorse, Grey Mountain Lake 

Labarge, Fireweed. 

2. Membership-Extension-Retention-Leadership-Public 

Relations: 

Oral and written reports were made by each chair. Written 

reports are attached. 

- Membership: W Watts Retention: M Adams 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/peace-poster-contest-finalists.php


Newsletter  6 

- Extension: G Pursey Leadership: G Sutton 

- Public Relations: Letter by C Fry 

Guiding Lion Training Certificates were issued for those 

who completed training at the midwinter 

conference in Whitehorse 

Certificates, Int‟l Presidents Pins and Int‟l Certificates were 

issued to those who sponsored a new 

member year. 

3. Activity Committees: 

Oral reports were made by each of the following chairs. 

Those with written reports are attached. 

- Environmental: P Weimer Honorary: H Hall 

- Sight Conservation: R Webb Constitution/Bylaws: A King 

- Pins: S Benevento Youth Exchange Janice Roderiques 

- Aurora Borealis Lions Fdn: D Rixie District 49B Lions 

Fdn: Jim Roderiques 

Nominations: H Rixie served as acting chair due unplanned 

committee vacancy. The following 

nominations were made. 

- District Governor: Ed Casey (Fox Lions) nominated by R 

Webb (Fox Lions)/seconded by A King 

(Fox Lions) 

- 1st Vice District Governor: Juanita Webb (Fox Lions, letter 

rec‟d) nominated by R Webb (Fox 

Lions)/seconded by H Rixie (North Pole Lions) 

- 2nd Vice District Governor: From the floor H Hall (Fbks 

Host Lions) nominated Dodie Rixie (North 

Pole Lions) /seconded by S Leppert (North Pole Lions) 

Motion to close nominations was made W Burno (College 

Lions)/seconded by J Roderiques (Fbks Choice 

Lions). Motion passed 

Election Results. The following represents the election of 

District 49B Officers held on 24 April 10: (They 

will serve during the 1 July 2010-30 June 2011 Lions Year) 

- District Governor: Ed Casey (Fox Lions) 

- 1st Vice District Governor: Juanita Webb (Fox Lions) 

- 2nd Vice District Governor: Dodie Rixie (North Pole Lions) 

- Other officers appointed: 

Immediate Past District Governor: Bill Baker (Delta Lions) 

Treasurer: Dodie Rixie (North Pole Lions) 

Secretary: Totsie Pursey (Delta Lions) 

Motion to transfer banking instruments & signatures to the 

new officers (effective 1 Jul 10) was made B. 

Baker (Delta Lions)/seconded by T Pursey (Delta Lions). 

Motion passed 

Announcements: DG Bill announced we were going make 

supplemental 2009-2010 MD49 pin order. 

Those that wanted some need to submit the pre-order form 

to CST Howard Rixie before 30 May. 

Closing comments by: 49B DG Baker  

Adjourned 3:35 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted By: 

Howard Rixie 

District 49B CST 

Note: Written reports submitted are attached to the original 

copy of these minutes; and are available upon 

request. 

HONORARY CHAIR 2010 DISTRICT  49B 

CONVENTION REPORT  

 

PDG Hollis D. Hall, April 23, 2010 

The position of Honorary Chair defies specific 

definition and at best has a nebulous job 

description. As such it becomes what the 

Governor and the Chair make it. This year 

Governor Bill asked me to enlist the help of 

PDG‟s in recruiting Lions for leadership positions. 

With this in mind a special meeting of PDG‟s was 

held at the Whitehorse Mid-Winter Conference to 

determine the deterrents to seeking the office of 

District Governor. At that meeting it was 

determined that a breakfast meeting the following 

morning with 49B PDG‟s, Zone Chairs, and 

others eligible for higher office in attendance 

would be useful. There was open discussion with 

input from potential DG‟s and those who had or 

were serving as DG‟s. 

As a group we listed the following deterrents to 

seeking office and the possible solutions. 

Cost 

 Home Club budget $1000 toward the purchase 

of Governor‟s pins and banners 

 Zones raise funds of $4000 for expenses of the 

office 

 District budget $2500 for expenses of the 

office 

 Lions Clubs International provide $9600 for 

expenses of the office 

 Clubs hosting Governor visits could assist with 

meals and lodging 

 The above should provide for an $18,000 

annual budget. Providing less than this amount 

will curtail the expected activities of your 

Governor. 

Time Away From Home and Family 

 Develop a twelve month calendar 

 Plan trips so that more than one club may be 

visited with one trip 

 Clubs could change meeting times to facilitate 

the above joint club meetings 
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Pettiness and Ridicule 

 Lions in the District as well as the PDG‟s have 

the responsibility of supporting not undermining 

the DG 

 The DG should have two or three very close 

confidants who will help him or her out of 

difficult situations or better yet make sure they 

never get into those situations 

Job Inflation  

 The task is big enough without expanding it. 

DG needs to say „no‟ sometimes 

 Being DG sometimes is as difficult as 

herding cats 

 Remember there is more to life than LIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Voting Results 

 

That information is usually sent to the newsletter 

chair but I did not think of it in time so I will send 

it to Lisa for dissemination in the June newsletter 

unless she already has that information from 

someone else. 

The MD Constitution and Bylaws Change Passed 

Walter Watts was voted in as Council Chair 

Ed Casey was voted in as District Governor Elect 

Juanita Webb was voted in as 1st Vice District 

Governor Dodie Rixie was voted in as 2nd Vice 

District Governor (nominated from the floor) 

The 49B Foundation Constitution and by Laws 

change Passed 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

From: Finis Shelden <finis@mtaonline.net> 

Date: May 23, 2010 2:33:39 PM AKDT 

 

To: rnkn@gci.net, 'Eleazar Baker' 

<eleazarbill@yahoo.com>, 

edward.casey2@us.army.mil, JBlack9687@aol.com 

 

Subject: Parade uniform for LCI convention in Sydney 

Fellow Lions, It appears that we have about twenty 

Lions from MD 49 to be in attendance and possibly 

participating in the parade. Please make sure that you 

have the „official blue bowling shirt‟, white slacks and 

white shoes for the parade. It may require that you will 

have to ask a prior LCI convention attendee to borrow 

their „blue shirt‟ as I doubt that we can get some new 

ones made at this late date.  I will inquire and let 

everyone know if anything should change. 

Finis Shelden CC MD49Lions 688-3263   229-5593 

 

 

Looking for a Lions Golf Gameé. 
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Dear D49B Lions 

  

     In 2009 we lost a few of our Host Families. These 

host families have been a great help for many years 

and we greatly appreciate their opening their home to 

these wonderful campers.  But they have been doing 

this for a long time and feel it is time for new Lions to 

stand up and volunteer by being Host families. This 

means we are in desperate need of Host families for 

2010.  Each year we get from 25 to 40 camper‟s ages 

16 to 20; these campers have the opportunity to stay 

either 2 weeks before camp or two after camp.   

  

    There are over 1000 Lions in District 49B which 

means that there should be at least 25 Lions fighting 

for the privilege of hosting one of these great campers.  

When in fact it is only a few Lions Club that end up 

hosting all of the campers.  I find that this ends up 

being a burden on the willing host families who end up 

hosting 3 or 4 campers, some even more.  This is also a 

tremendous loss to the families that have never gotten 

the wonderful experience of hosting these intelligent 

and charming young men or women.  These are great 

camper, smart camper who would love to stay with 

you and let you share their stories and life for what 

ends up being a very, very short time.  All you need to 

host a camper is a spare bed and some of your food.  

You don't have to entertain them in fact you will find 

that they end up entertaining you and they will 

teaching you about their way of life from another part 

of our planet.  Make no mistake these campers who are 

in their mid to late teens are very sharp and witty and 

are 'youths' in name only. They very much are a joy to 

have in your home for the very short time they have 

before or after camp.  In fact it is my belief that these 

campers are the future leaders of our Lions Clubs in 

the various countries that they come from.  They are 

also the future leaders in business and governments of 

those countries. Please stand up and take the challenge 

of hosting these wonderful youths. 

  

    The Camp dates are July 23 to August 7.  So we are 

going to need Host families for the two week period 

from July 8 to when camp starts on July 23.  And then 

we will need Host families for the two week period 

starting from the last day of camp August 7 until 

August 21.  As I have said these campers are ages 16 

to 20 years old, they all speak English plus their own 

language some even speak more.  

  

    Please take a change on a wonderful life changing 

experience host a camper!!!  If you are interested, 

contact me.  You can look over the camper 

applications and pick the camper that is best for you 

and your family. Just give me a call and we can meet at 

my home are a coffee shop. What is best for you? 

  

        Lion Janice Roderigues 

        District 49B YEC 

        907-456-2304 hm 

        janiceroderigues@gci.net  

         

Thank you and I look forward to helping you find the 

camper that is right for you! 

Lion Janice Roderigues 

D49B YEC 

 

 

 

How many people does it take to stop 

diabetes? 
 

A message from Michelle Cassano 

mcassano@diabetes.org. 

 

Dear Friends and Family: Join our Step Out: Walk 

to Fight Diabetes Friends & Family Team! With 

your support, there's hope! Diabetes can take an 

enormous emotional and physical toll on people 

with diabetes and their families. You can help us 

stop diabetes by joining our Friends & Family 

Team and raising funds to help the American 

Diabetes Association provide community-based 

education programs, protect the rights of people 

with diabetes and fund critical research for a cure. 

Please contact me at for more information or visit 

our Team Web page using the link below. Thank 

you in advance for any help and support you can 

provide. Together we can stop diabetes. One step 

at a time.  

 
mcassano@diabetes.org 

 

mailto:janiceroderigues@gci.net
mailto:mcassano@diabetes.org

